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1. Introduction

Sport is a physical activity that maintains moving the body for exercise, routine, or health 
purposes. Watching sport does not need a language to understand; it enters each house 
with passion and love for the games. In Kurdistan, people neglected sport throughout 
history. There are some strong clubs, but most of the players worked voluntarily and 
struggled until they got a basic salary that could not even meet their daily requirements. 
Kurdistan faced enormous wars and bad rulers, which let people forget about sport and how
it is increasing health. As a result of that, sport was not and is not a daily habit for the 
people. 

People believe that sport is only for men. They think women should have nothing to do with 
it. This is not a new way of thinking, yet it was like this throughout history. Women faced 
many difficulties in order to join a sport club, if there was any at all. This report will describe 
the legal regulations for establishing a sport club and how the government and the Olympic 
Committee support it. Additionally, the report will document the outcome of WADI’s and 
WomenWin’s project to support five independent clubs.
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2. Legal regulations and practical requirements for establishing a club

Kurdistan's regional government tries to help and encourage establishing new clubs if they 
meet some legal requirements. However, the government cannot accept all of the proposals 
for establishing new clubs because that will open the space for so many unqualified clubs in 
the region. In 2000, the Prime Minister Kosrat Rasul passed a legal resolution number 14, 
which contains all the rules and requirements the Olympic Committee and the clubs should 
implement. "The resolution is being implemented only in Sulaimaniah," Jamal Ali Aziz, 
director of the general directorate of sport and youth, stated. 

Regulation requirements for establishing a new club

The club must 

• have several faculty members for the club: a president, a deputy, an accountant, an 
office manager, coaches, and players.

• have not less than 30 members. The executive must have people older than 18 years 
old.

• cover almost all types of sport with teams. 

• have at least one female team.

• have at least one female coach for each type of sport. 

• own a close and open court or renting a court until the club builds a court in no more 
than two years.

• provide playing equipments and transportation.

When the club completes all the requirements, it will write a request to the general 
directorate of sport and youth, and they will send it to the ministry of culture and youth in 
order to check it. The ministry of culture and youth will send the names of the faculty and 
players to the interior ministry to check the names for its background and criminal past. The 
government should take no more than 30 days to answer to the new club proposal. Aziz 
mentioned that it never goes that fast and sometimes it takes much longer. 

The government provides budget to each club and sometimes the budget cannot cover the 
club's requirements. As a result of that, the government provides gives a land to the club in 
order to solve its financial problems. The municipality of the region will assign a land for the 
club. The club will deal with an investor to build the assigned project, and they will share the 
profit. 
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The requirements for the use of the land:

• The land has to be used only as a sport center or a sport court.

• The sport center must have a parking space.

The club with this help can improve its situation and will no longer have financial problems. 
However, the government faces problems with giving the lands because the clubs are not 
following the requirements. The government gives the land to make a sport center or a court
or something that is related to sport, but the club brings the investor and builds something 
else which creates problems. For example, one club built a court and then for the parking 
space it built a swimming pool, and now the case is in the court. "Another problem we had 
was that one of the clubs built a hotel instead of a sport center. The clubs do not appreciate 
the help and the support we give them," Alan Hussain Ahmed, assistant director of the 
general directorate of sport and youth, said. On the other hand, the government builds 
courts in the regions that do not have it as a support and help for the teams. For instance 
the government built two courts in Ranyia and Kalar.

The ministry of culture and sport provides a larger budget for football teams because they 
believe that people are more interested in football than any other type of sport. Besides, the
budget of the government depends on the quality of the clubs, for example if a club is the 
first in the champions, it will have larger budget than the other teams. The ministry of 
culture and sport wants to be correct in the way they fund the clubs that is why there is an 
election each four years. The election is to check which club is following all the rules that are 
being required, also for reelecting the executive members of each clubs. Changing the 
executive board is to encourage others to work hard and get new positions, also to prevent 
corruption within the club. 

The role of the Olympic Committee:

The Olympic Committee encourages all of the clubs and the local teams that have been 
established in the quarters. The Olympic committee is in charge of creating champions for 
the clubs and sometimes champions for the local teams. The Olympic committee funds some
basic requirements for the clubs such as paying for transportation costs during the 
champions, buying prizes, and paying for the coaches. The local teams have delegates in the 
Olympic committee because they always want to prove their existence and try to join some 
champions. Meanwhile, having delegates in the Olympic committee will help for easier 
procedures if the local team wants to be a legal club recognized by the government. For 
example, Chwarbakh club or as it is known now Sirwany new club, was established as a local 
team. They had lots of players from different ages. They taught children how to play and 
develop their talents. As a result of that, it was easy for them to get an approval for being a 
legal club because they had been working on their teams for a very long time. As Mr. 
Ahmed, assistant director of the general directorate of sport and youth, mentioned that the 
government has a plan to support the local teams and give them a basic budget to improve 
their skills, but this is only an idea for now without being implemented. The Olympic 
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Committee tries to encourage female teams in Kurdistan by being faster in organizing 
champions for them. Jamal Ali Aziz, secretary delegate of the Olympic Committee, said "we 
always try to help female teams in Kurdistan. For example, in a champion we honor the 
female teams even if they get the second or the third rank, while we only honor the first 
rank for the male teams". 

The clubs' problems:

Sport clubs in Kurdistan are confronted with several difficulties because the majority of 
people see sport as a wasting of time. The following are some difficulties that the clubs face:

• The lack of professional coaches in the clubs drives the team to desolate. The 
qualified coaches refuse to work in clubs or ask for very high salaries, which force the clubs 
to resort for resent graduate coaches. 

• The government only cares about football and provides large budget to them. All of 
the other types of sports are totally neglected.

• Court renting is too expensive for the clubs, so they try to practice less than the 
required times.

• Female teams have their own issues as well. Dr. Kazhal, a coach and an executive 
member at Afrodet club, illustrated the hard working of a club that has only females. They 
need to take care of the players and convince their families when they have games and with 
all of that focusing on the practices and games. 
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3. Women Win’s and WADI's support

While WADI's mobile team started investigating on whether Kurdistan has any female sport 
teams and how those teams are being treated, the team found five very active and talented 
teams in the area of Sulaimaniah. Those teams suffered from a serious lack of support. As a 
result of that with the help of Women Win, those teams' dream came true and they could 
continue playing and improving their skills. While WADI's team went to the general 
directorate of sport and youth to have a clear understanding of the sport clubs and the 
regulations that a club should follow, the director was amazed by the help that we offer to 
those five teams. He said, "This project is one of the great projects I have heard about 
because we would like to see other people rather than us caring about sport and 
empowering it among Kurds". Meanwhile, he mentioned that he can help by providing some
training to the teams if we want to. 

WADI promoted the girls teams in different ways. In cooperation
with the Halabja team they launched the "You can't beat them"
campaign promoting the Law Nr. 8 against domestic violence.1

Below is a brief description of the teams and how WADI and
Women Win's support helped them. 

Halabja's team:

Halabja is one of the towns that history was not merciful with its land and people. Halabja 
got affected from the Iran-Iraq war in 1988. The war lasted for eight years after spreading 
the chemical weapon under Sadam Hussain's regime, which led people to leave their land 
and seek help from the neighbor countries.  The citizens became refugees at other countries 
and that made them conservative because they could not open to the new lifestyle and 
culture. Iran had a big effect on the people and everything connected to women's rights. 
Despite the calamity of the war, the chemical weapon, and all the martyrs, Halabja came 
under the rule of the radical Islamist group Ansar Al-Aslam for ten years. The situation was 
getting worse every day and all that affected the status of women and girls in the region. 
Women and girls were not able to go to schools, even they were not allowed to practice the 
basic daily needs which was going to the bazaar. Everything became taboo in the region. 
Women had to cover themselves and wear hijab. Halabja could not improve at that time, 
and it was isolated from the world. After 2003, when Iraq got its independency from the 

1 See also http://en.wadi-online.de/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1145&Itemid=173
and http://www.hivos.nl/Actueel/Nieuws/Halabja-Girls-United
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Baath regime, Halabja got rid of two regimes instead of one; the Baath and Ansar Al-islam. 
Manyf international organizations started visiting the region. The media began focusing on 
the land. Halabja could grab the medias’ and the international organizations’ attention, 
which helped the people to progress quickly. Gradually, women started going out and 
improving their situation by participating in activities. 

Sport is being ignored in all over Iraq. While searching for talented female sport teams, we 
got across one of Halabja's female teams. The team has established in 2010 and consists of 
21 female players from different ages; 16 of the players are advanced and 5 are primary 
players. First, the team belonged to the school youth sport of Halabja, but because of the 
lack of support and funding issues they stopped their activities in the school youth sport. 
After that, they joined the independent Aso school for football in Halabja and their journey 
of activities started. They participated in six games in Halabja, Sharazor, and Raniya. The 
team tried to prove itself by participating in most of the national events by playing with 
other teams. Again because of funding issues they stopped with Aso school as well. They had
financial and incorporeal issues. 

The team's supervisor Alla Salahadin Mohammed is the only one whom the players' families 
trust. As it is mentioned before, because of how the people got affected with the historical 
events, Halabja became conservative and allowing girls to go out became complicated. Alla 
stated, "girls while they are at home face problems and difficulties, then imagine it when 
they try to go out for sport purposes". Consequently, Alla needs to go to each player's family 
to explain and convince the parents to allow their daughter to participate in a game and go 
out for maximum two to three hours. Some of the families make the task easier for her and 
they encourage their daughters, other parents are afraid and it's hard to convince them. 
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Some of the parents are worried about the virginity of their daughters because of the games,
and they think that sport is only for boys. 

Shilan Mustafa Mohammed, 22 years old, is one of the players, she illustrated her situation 
that whenever she goes back home after practice her family become mad at her just 
because she could not help in house duties for these two hours. She also mentioned that 
some of her female relatives would like to join the team, but their families are not allowing 
them. On the other hand, Kurdistan Jamal Mohammed, 19 years old stated, "my family 
always supports me. My mom wakes me up two hours before the practice and my father is 
so supportive". The team's coach encourages them to play with the other teams around 
Halabja and the near areas so they will get to know each other and share their stories about 
their struggles. The girls will open up to new ideas while sharing their problems.

From January 2014, WADI started supporting Halabja's team. WADI started holding meetings
with the team in order to understand the team's needs and their aspirations. In February, 
WADI began offering the services the team needed, such as equipments for the players and 
transportation.  

For encouraging purposes, WADI organization took some pictures of three of the team 
players. The photos were used for three posters for the monthly Women's Rights newspaper
and also for implementation of law number eight, the domestic violence law, to spread 
awareness under the title "You can’t beat me". Another purpose of the photos is to show 
girls' abilities and skills in the court that no one can stand against their energy. The reason of 
using Halabja's team for the posters instead of the other teams that get our fund is because 
they are the oldest team and because the parents of those three players were so compliant 
and supported the idea. The team is so thankful for the financial support that WADI and 
Women Win provide. Alla thanked the two organizations and said, "If Wadi and Women Win 
would not support us, this team would not exist any more". Furthermore, Dastan Ali 
Mahmod, a 13 year old player, emotionally said, "I want to be a very famous football player 
in the future. If the team stops playing and we won't get the support, I will wait forever. 
When I am grown up and this team has dissolved I will have my own team, but I hope it 
never dissolves".

The players' names:

No Name Age Education Level 
1. Trifa niyaz Secondary Advanced player
2. Khalat eibrahim Secondary Advanced player
3. Eiman muhamad Secondary Advanced player
4. Razaow muhamad Secondary Advanced player
5. Soundus muhamad Secondary Advanced player
6. Sozyar hazhar Secondary Advanced player
7. Shalya hakim Secondary Advanced player
8. Shilan mustafa Secondary Advanced player
9. Hero habib Secondary Advanced player
10. Kaziwa hasan Secondary Advanced player
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11. Chra hasan Secondary Advanced player
12. Dastan ali Secondary Advanced player
13. Roshna muhamad Secondary Advanced player
14. Soza kazem Secondary Advanced player
15. Khanda kamal Secondary Advanced player
16. Zara hamid Secondary Advanced player
17. Soza latif Elementary primary player
18. Kazhaw muhamad Elementary primary player
19. Dosty muhamad Elementary primary player
20. Sidra shaeban Elementary primary player
21. Bano muhamad Elementary primary player
      

Raniya’s team

Ranyia, which is known as Pzhdar area, is recognized as the most conservative region in 
Kurdistan when it comes to women's rights. There are a lot of honor killing, burning, 
torturing, and other women cases. Child marriage still exists in Ranyia because of the 
traditional habits of the region. Women are not free at all. Sport is being neglected in the 
region and neither the government nor the organizations support the existing sport teams in
the area. The female Ranyia's teams was founded in 7-9- 2012, and they were 100 players 
from age 10 to 14 years old, but only 18 of them are still continuing. The team established 
when a court in Ranyia was build, which is under the name of Chiman court. In the beginning
when the team established, the mayor of Raniya and the youth institution sport in Raniya 
supported them. Also, Ranyia directorate gave the team 200,000 Iraqi dinars ($150) as a 
support to the team, but now the team is independent. The aim of the group is to support 
the female players, so they are working voluntarily in order to encourage girls to join the 
team. The team has 12 coaches and 7 of them are females. The team is keen to improve its 
skills and extend it to more games such as volleyball and basketball. However, the lack of 
support and financial issues stopped them to do so. They do not have places for practice and

the only place they have is the youth and sport center that gave them the court on Fridays 
from 7:00 am to 11:00 am. The team cannot go to other neighbor areas for practice and 
games because the players' families are not welcoming the idea.
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Now the only hope the team has is on WADI. The support and fund of WADI and Women 
Win started from January 2014. All the needed equipments and transportation during games
are being provided for them. The players had games with other teams in Halabja and 
Piramagrun. Out of 100 players, only 18 are left because of the lack of transportation from 
the players' houses and the court and because of the families unwilling to the idea.

The players' names:

No Name Age 

1. Razhan Aziz Mustafa 12

2. Khanda Ali Ahmed 12

3. Shilan Rasul 
Mohammed

12

4. Darbaz Hasan Perot 12

5. Heshu Omer Arif 12

6. Nyan Abdullah 
Hasan 

12

7. Sangin Khdir 21

8. Sabat Mahmod 22

9. Parez Ali 21

10. Asya Jangi 17

11. Shajwan Khdir 17

12. Prtaqal Mohammed 18

13. Rangin Abdullah 21

14. Sozan Hasan 20

15. Zhilan Mohammed 19

16. Banaz Ali 23

17. Sabat Mahmod 19

18. Razhan Khider 14

Qaladze

The team established in 16-11- 2012, they were 209 players from 10 to 14 years old and 74 
of them were girls. Now the team has 132 players and 23 of them are females. This team 
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was founded on the hands of an European organization CCPA, which is an organization that 
helps seventeen countries that got war damages. Recently, the team does not have any 
support because of the lack of funding, stadium, and coaches. The team had eleven coaches 
and now it only has one female coach. The team can use the youth sport center court each 
Friday from 7:00 am to 11:00 am.  While meeting two female players, Shahen Sleman and 
Niga Ahmed, they stated that because of not having a court to practice twice or three times 
in a week with transportation problems, and the lack of playing equipments, they cannot 
play and convince their parents to stay in the team.

When WADI knew about this team, they wanted to help with Women Win, but 
unfortunately after a lot of meetings the team did not want the help. The team thought that 
if the organization helps them, they will be under their control. The idea of organizations in 
Qaladze is wrongly understood, the people cannot trust them. Meanwhile, they had a 
requirement of providing salaries for the coaches while funding them.   

Kalar:

Kalar is not different from the previous regions that have been mentioned above when it 
comes to women's rights. Women find difficulties going out and having their freedom. The 
Kalar team is established in June 2013 by four sport students from Khanaqin, and they 
sought the help from the culture directorate of Kalar to help them. In the beginning, the 
team contained of six girls whose ages were between 17 to 24 years old. Now the team is 
bigger and has 16 players. They practice each Tuesday and Friday with four coaches. They do
not have a court because the court that they practice in is a public court and sometimes 
other teams come to practice while they are practicing so they need to leave the court.

Lately, the team does not have a coach anymore that is why WADI could not help them with 
the fund. Everyone is refusing to coach them even with providing salary for the coach 
because people think that coaching girls needs a lot of responsibilities and for each practice 
and game the coach needs to go to each player's house to convince the parents. As a result 
of that, WADI decided to give them some time until they find a coach.

Goptapa:

Goptapa has a very small population that is why having a sport team is hard. Some students 
were willing to have a team, but the lack of a coach and a court made the idea without any 
implementation. Otherwise, WADI and Women Win wants to help them.

Penjwen's team:
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In 2013, Penjwen's team was established. The team has seven football players. They practice
three times in a week for one hour. The coach pays for everything and the team is 
independent. They have participated in three games with Sulaimaniah team, Darbandekhan 
team, and Ranyia team. The three other teams were older and had more experience in 
playing that is why Penjwin's team could not win any of the three games. The financial 
problem is an obstacle for the team and a reason why they cannot develop. The shortage of 
female players is another problem that the team faces. However, there is a female team that
has been founded by a female coach and consists of 12 players. It is willing to join Penjwin's 
team to be one strong team.

Penjwen's team has established a skating team as well. The team has 15 players, and they 
only practice for three to four months during winter. The team has some football players as 
well. The team has asked the general directorate of sport and youth for fund and help, but it 
did not get any answer. While WADI and Women Win could not support Goptapa team, so 
they decided to support this team.

The football players' names:

No Name Age 

1. Shawbo Kaiwan 17

2. Mhnaz Azat 17

3. Aandisha Bakhtyar 17

4. Shahra Kaiwan 16

5. Jwany Hamid 17

6. Chawan Talib 17

7. Hawanz Bakhtyar 17

4. Conclusion

Without the help of WADI and Women Win, this region would not have passionate female 
teams who want to prove their abilities in their community. Sport is neglected in Kurdistan, 
so the organizations need to spread more awareness and encourage the young generation 
to pay more attention to it. The community should encourage more girls to participate and 
join the clubs. The government is not a big supportive to sport, and it only follows the 
structure that has been written ages ago. Unfortunately, the government only cares about 
football and ignores the other types of sport.  Having only one club for women in 

13



Sulaimaniah is not enough, we need to build more female clubs in order to encourage girls 
to go out and explore their skills. Therefore, the support from organizations which includes 
raising awareness on how important sport actually is for females will have an impact on the 
community.

14


